40 MUSIC in ACTION

developmental levels. This is an absolute must for the busy music
specialist, or the beginning classroom teacher who appreciates
clear structures and detailed lesson plans.

Allin all, this is a highly useful and enjoyable resource. The
syncopated melodies are catchy and would immediately
encourage both students and staff to move to the music. The
musical material requires a moderate level of personal musical
ability on the teacher's behalf and would not be suitable for one
lacking in a strong sense of internal pulse, or confidence in leading
musical experiences to young children. A future edition would
benefit by some improvement in aesthetic presentation—
particularly in the formatting of text—as well as a greater
alignment with state curriculum outcomes or standards.

The Take Orff with Recorder book and accompanying CDs

balance just the right levels of information, instruction and humour
to inspire even the most apprehensive teacher. This book provides
the necessary classroom resources for most of the musical material
found in the same writers' Sing, Jam & Jive Teacher's Manual.

TEACHER'S MANUAL

A helpful learning sequence chart at the very beginning is an
excellent summary for teachers to refer to, and high quality
recordings of each song are included on the two CDs that
accompany the book.

The arrangements for recorder are skilfully composed and will
work with as few as two parts or as many as seven. This flexibility
is highly sought after by teachers as it is sometimes a struggle to
find arrangements that 'work’ with a variety of class sizes and
musical abilities. The selection of songs provides a good basis for
music learning experiences in the classroom, as well as repertoire
for the assembly hall stage or a public concert.

The Orff Schulwerk approach is evident in all the arrangements
and is presented in a consistent and uncomplicated manner. The
mixture of English text, sol-fa syllables and original vocalisation
sounds provides options for the music teacher, as well as an
example of how using the voice can assist students, understanding
of rhythm, pitch and musical style. Overall, both of these
resources offer a breath of fresh air and a mountain of new
material to any music specialist or musically-competent classroom
teacher. MwA

Thanks to our reviewer, Anita Collins, Lecturer in Music Education,
Faculty of Education, University of Canberra.

See our new online edition with instant web links! www.musicinaction.org.au/



