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Upping the tempo on music education

The Minister for Education, Science and Training, the Hon Julie Bishop MP,

today released the report from the National Music Workshop, which promotes

the benefits of music education in Australian schools.

“Music can provide powerful learning experiences for all children. It can

help develop young people’s creativity and self-expression and encourage

them to engage more productively with school and develop a love of

learning,” Minister Bishop said.

“Over 170 key stakeholders, including music teachers, school principals,

teacher educators, representatives of State and non-government education

authorities, music organisations, and parent bodies from across Australia,

met in Melbourne, last August to consider the findings of the National

Review of School Music Education (NRSME).

“The outcomes of this important workshop link directly to the Review’s

recommendations. These include lifting the status of music education, the

development of a national music education resource, teacher training and

professional development.

“In response to the report findings I am establishing a music advisory

group, allocating funding to investigate the development of a music

education portal and holding a national school music event,” Minister Bishop

said.

The report has been provided to State and Territory Ministers for action, as

improving music education must be a collaborative national effort.

In addition to sponsoring the workshop, the Australian Government’s initial

response to the NRSME has included the 2007 National Awards for Excellence

in School Music Education and $500,000 for curriculum resource development.

Funding has also been approved under the Investing in Our Schools Programme

for over 400 projects, which will provide music facilities and equipment in

government and non-government schools.

The National Music Workshop report is available at:

http://www.dest.gov.au/sectors/school_education/publications_resources/profi

les/national_music_workshop.htm
Information on the 2007 National Awards for Excellence in School Music

Education is at:

http://www.musicawards.asme.edu.au
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